Bakersfield College

Syllabus

CRIM B12
Forensic and Scientific Aspects of Evidence
Spring, 2012





Instructor: Dr. Charles Feer

Start Date: 1/17/12




Office Hours: By Appointment
Tuesdays 6:00 pm – 9:10 pm


Telephone: 661-330-2746 (call/text)
Location: Delano – RFK 1 



E-Mail: chuckfeer@gmail.com 

Catalog Course Description: The examination and evaluation of evidence using scientific principles and procedures for use in a legal setting including forensic pathology (autopsy), entomology, anthropology, trace evidence (hair and fiber), fingerprints, serology, ballistics, and DNA. Emphasis is on the importance of forensic evidence and science to exonerate the innocent as well as to convict the guilty. 
Prerequisites: None. (Reading Level 5 or 6 recommended.)

Text Books: Recommended Dale & Becker, The Crime Scene: How Forensic Science Works (Kaplan Publishing) 2007 ISBN 13: 978-1-4277-9632-5 (The B.C. Bookstore will NOT be selling this book.) 

I will present to you a number of Handouts throughout the course. I strongly suggest that you get a three-ring binder (two inches) to carry all of your handouts. At the end of the semester, this will constitute a manual of information and “how-to” in the processing of crime scenes.
Class Attendance Policy: Is held in strict observance of the College Attendance policy. If any student misses two weeks of class without explanation, they may be dropped. IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO DROP THE CLASS. Failure to do so, and if I do not drop you, will result in an “F” for the course.

Academic Honesty Policy: Is per the College Catalog and will be strictly enforced.

Note: There will be no class meeting on Feb 20 (President’s Day), April 2 (Spring Break). 

FINAL EXAM: May 7, 2012, 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.
Grading Policy: 




Course Grading:

Class Participation 
= 25%



90 – 100% 
= A

Tests / Exams 

= 25%



80 - 89%    
= B

Final Exam

= 25%



70 – 79%    
= C

Class Projects

= 25%



60 – 69%
= D
Class Participation and Graded Work:

Students will be evaluated by way of classroom participation, assigned papers/projects, and in-depth Chapter exams. Classroom participation will be evaluated on the quality of arguments, thoughtful questions, creative insight, and critical analysis. 
Student Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of CRIM 12 with a grade of C or better, students will be able to:
1. Identify, discuss, and demonstrate the core concepts, skills, and knowledge underlying forensic science and investigation;


2. Define and discuss the major categories of forensic evidence;
 

3. Identify, discuss, and apply the basic principles for processing a crime scene or accident scene; 


4. Identify and discuss the role and function of Expert Witnesses;


5. Identify issues and discuss evidence admissibility decisions consistent with the rulings of the Daubert and Frye cases;  


6. List, discuss, and demonstrate the types of physical evidence associated with crimes against persons and crimes against property;


7. List, discuss, and demonstrate the types of evidence associated with the medico-legal investigation of death (including causes of death);

8. Recognize, discuss, and analyze ethical issues in forensic science;

9. Possess a body of knowledge, skills, recognized as a suitable foundation for further academic study or professional training;

Notice of Invitation

 Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact Disabled Student Programs & Services (661-720-2000),  Delano Campus, Room 1001, as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. Please talk with me if I can be of any assistance to facilitate your learning.
Students with disabilities who have been authorized alternate media (Braille, electronic text, etc.) to supplement or in lieu of text books and other printed materials for class may obtain necessary information related to the books that will be used in the classroom.  Information needed will include text book information are to provide the name and edition of the text, author, and ISBN, syllabus, handouts, etc. that you will be using for your class. You or I can e-mail the materials to: altmedia@bakersfieldcollege.edu.  The text and other materials will be converted into the student’s preferred format.
INSTRUCTOR EVALUATION
Sometime during the semester, there may be a student evaluation of my teaching. This is brought to your attention now so that you can take note and provide honest and helpful evaluation and feed back. (I welcome your comments anytime.)

Week One: Introduction – Legal Aspects of Evidence & Trace Evidence 

Week Two: First Responders and Team Responsibilities. (Quiz 1)

Week Three: Evidence Collection, Preservation & Documentation (ECPD)

Week Five, Six & Seven: ECPD Specific Methods to include Crime Scene Searching, measuring, sketching, (class Exercise) photography. (Quiz 2) 
Week Eight: Latent Fingerprints (Class Exercise) 
Week Nine: Firearms, Tool-marks. 

Week Ten: Penetrating Trauma. 

Week Eleven:  Death Scenes / Autopsy. (Quiz 3) 
Week Twelve: Impressions

Week Thirteen: Biology / DNA 
Week Fourteen:  Hair & Fibers (Quiz 4) 
Week Fifteen: Final Exam 
