Bakersfield College

Syllabus

Criminal Justice 55
Special Topics – Intro to Terrorism
Spring, 2012





Instructor: Dr. Charles Feer

Wednesdays 6:00pm – 9:10pm


Office Hours: Before/After Class

Start Date: 1/18/12




Telephone: 661-330-2746 Call/Text
Location: Delano Campus RFK 1


E-Mail: chuckfeer@gmail.com 

Course Description: This course serves as an Introduction to Terrorism as a global phenomena. It will explore and analyze the criminology of terrorism, origins of modern terrorism, international and domestic terrorist groups, traditional and contemporary tactics, awareness and related issues.
Summary of Course Outline:

- Defining Terrorism (legal definitions and their common elements); 
- Distinguish between Domestic and International Terrorism; 
- Major Groups of each; (i.e. Intl.: Al Qaeda, HAMAS, Hezballah, Domestic: Anarchists Black Bloc, New Black Panther Party, Animal Liberation Front, Earth Liberation Front, Aryan Factions / White Supremacy. The Hybrid: Mexican Narco Terrorists KKK.)
- Anatomy of Terrorist Organizations - Recruiting, Finance, Targeting, Planning, Execution, Escape [(?) Suicide Bombers]. 
-  Indicators 
- Non Terrorist Crimes that support Terrorism (i.e. Street Crimes, Id Theft, smuggling, counterfeiting) 

- Weapons of Mass Destruction  
- CBNR (Chemical, Biological, Nuclear, Radiological) Threats
- Reporting – If you see something, say something ("who ya gonna call")
- Responding to Terrorist Incidents (both as a member of the community and as law enforcement.) 
 
Prerequisites: None. (Reading Level 5 or 6 recommended.)

Text Book: (Recommended) White, J. R. (2009). Terrorism and Homeland Security: An Introduction (7th ed.). Thomson Wadsworth Publishing ISBN:  13-978-0-495-91336-8 
Class Attendance Policy: Is held in strict observance of the College Attendance policy. If any student misses two weeks of class, they may be dropped. IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO DROP THE CLASS. Failure to do so, and if I do not drop you, will result in an “F” for the course.

Academic Honesty Policy: Is per the College Catalog and will be strictly enforced.

Note: No class meeting April 4th (Spring Break). 

FINAL EXAM: May 9th, 2012 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm.  
Grading Policy: 




Course Grading:








90 – 100% 
= A

Class Participation 
= 25%



80 - 89%    
= B

Tests/Quiz

= 50%



70 – 79%    
= C

Final Exam

= 25%



60 – 69%
= D 

Notice of Invitation
 Students with disabilities who believe they may need accommodations in this class are encouraged to contact Disabled Student Programs & Services (661-720-2000),  Delano Campus, Room 1001, as soon as possible to better ensure such accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion. Please talk with me if I can be of any assistance to facilitate your learning.
Students with disabilities who have been authorized alternate media (Braille, electronic text, etc.) to supplement or in lieu of text books and other printed materials for class may obtain necessary information related to the books that will be used in the classroom.  Information needed will include text book information are to provide the name and edition of the text, author, and ISBN, syllabus, handouts, etc. that you will be using for your class. You or I can e-mail the materials to: altmedia@bakersfieldcollege.edu.  The text and other materials will be converted into the student’s preferred format.

INSTRUCTOR EVALUATION
Sometime during the semester, there may be a student evaluation of my teaching. This is brought to your attention now so that you can take note and provide honest and helpful evaluation.
Student Learning Outcomes for CRIM B55 – Special Topics: Intro. to Terrorism 
At the conclusion of this course, students who earn a “C” or better will be able to:

List and define some of the contexts of Terrorism.

Discuss the range of definitions of Terrorism. 

Outline the four major types of modern terrorism. 

Summarize various views about the metaphor “war on terrorism.”

Describe terrorism as a religious process.

Describe the differences between terrorist and criminal behavior.

Trace and explain the transformation of terrorist organizations from cells to networks. 

Describe Terror Group Funding Sources. 

Describe some of the illegal sources of income for terrorist groups. 

Describe legitimate methods used to raise funds for terrorist groups. 

Explain the “Hawala system” (money exchange).
Describe the relationship between terrorism and mass media (Force Multipliers”). 
Summarize the tactics of modern terrorism.

Restate the types of threats posed by cyber-terrorism. 

Explain the effects of biological weapons. 

Describe the effects of chemical and radiological Weapons of Mass Destruction. 

Explain the logic of suicide terrorism. 

Define the Middle East as a historical, geographical and cultural metaphor.

Briefly sketch the origins of Islam.

Describe the difference between Shiites and Sunnis.

Describe the formation of Israel and the Arab-Israeli wars. 

Discuss the origins of the Palestinian Islamic Jihad. 

Describe the current operational capabilities of Hamas. 

Explain the current political and military aspects of Hezbollah.

Outline the birth and growth of al Qaeda. 

Define the three issues at the root of terrorism in Africa. 

Outline the issues surrounding terrorism in the Horn of Africa. 

Define three sources of terrorism in central Asia. 
Summarize the political issues surrounding terrorism in Pakistan. 

Describe the transformation of international jihadist groups in Europe. 

Explain the danger posed by Russia’s breakaway states. 

Discuss Terrorism in the United States

Explain the various aspects of the jihadist movement in the United States. 

Outline the history of right-wing extremism in the United States.

Explain the rise of “single issue” terrorism in the United States. 

List the agencies responsible for homeland security and briefly describe their functions. 

Describe the intelligence process. 

Outline law enforcement’s bureaucracy challenge. 

List issues involved in border protection.

Define and describe infrastructure protection.

Explain the need for partnerships in homeland security. 

Course Outline 
Week One: Introduction and Defining Terrorism, Chapter One
Week Two: Chapter One cont. & Chapter 2 (Quiz 1)
Week Three: Chapter 3 (Quiz) 
Week Four: Chapter 4 (Quiz) 
Week Five: Chapter 5 (Quiz) 
Week Six: Chapter 6 (Quiz) 
Week Seven: Chapter 7 (Quiz) 
Week Eight: Chapter 8 (Quiz) 
Week Nine: Chapter 9 (Quiz) 
Week Ten: Chapter 10 (Quiz) 
Week Eleven: Chapter 11 (Quiz) 
Week Twelve: Chapter 12 (Quiz) 
Week Thirteen: Chapter 13 (Quiz) 
Week Fourteen: Chapter 14 (Quiz) 
Week Fifteen: Chapters 15 & 16 (Quiz) 
Week Sixteen: Final Exam 
